
CONE AS ICON FOR GATHERING

MODEL FOR AN LA URBAN LIFESTYLE

BELOW THE BUBBLES - OUTDOOR SPACE

PROJECT TYPE: Mixed-use: Google Complex, 
Commercial, Equinox Hotel, Housing
LOCATION: Los Angeles, CA
WHEN: 4th Year, Winter 2019
PROFESSOR: Stephen Phillips

CONES, BUBBLES, 
& BARS

A. HOTEL ROOMS
B. EQUINOX
C. SPA
D. HIGH/MID INCOME 
HOUSING
E. MICROUNITS
F. LOW INCOME/
TRANSITIONAL FAMILY 
HOUSING

A. GROUP A
B. GROUP B
C. GROUP C
D. CONFERENCE ROOMS
E. LECTURE HALL

A. FITNESS/HEALTH CONE
B. WE-WORK CONE
C. GALLERY/PUBLIC 
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D. PUBLIC WORKSPACE
E. RETAIL (SHOPS)
F. RETAIL (SHOPS)
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H. MARKET/GROCERY
I. MOVIE THEATER
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT: Cones create variation in architectural 
vocabulary across the site and stand out as iconic forms. Cones can 
create playful spatial conditions and profiles. Distribution of these iconic 
forms can contrast more normative architectural elements that stretch 
throughout the site.

PROGRAM CONCEPT: Cones, bubbles, and bars are composed on the 
site. Cones serve as icons filled with various themed social spaces (health, 
gallery, theater, work space, etc.). Bubbles are residual spaces that create 
overlapping outdoor areas for circulating. Bars are filled with housing 
units and create directional axes through the site. Intersections between 
cones, bubbles, and bars, provide access points between programs for 
circulation.

URBAN CONCEPT: Housing is elevated above other program for privacy, 
the hotel and cinema are on the west and east sides for separate visitor 
access while Google and retail are pushed to the north and south sides 
creating a central promenade between them for visitors. The project has 
axes off existing roads for porosity and buildings are shifted back from the 
edge for a sense of entry through outdoor public spaces.

The icons (cones) reflect the LA landmark scene as eye-catching moments 
distributed throughout the site. The project serves as a model for the 
urban lifestyle that consists of playful architectural spaces with outdoor 
areas of gathering and community building. 

 



HIGH/MID INCOME HOUSING

hotel bookstore

hotel units

LOW INCOME/TRANSITIONAL 
FAMILY HOUSING

Hanging sculpture gallery, 
work space, viewing room

LOUNGE SPACE, 
EAST GARAGE ENTRY

DINING

MICROUNITS

GOOGLE OFFICE

GALLERY, WORKSPACE

HIGH-MID INCOME HOUSING WE-WORK

MAJOR AXESVEHICLE ACCESS

PROGRAM

GOOGLE 
COMMERCIAL 
HOUSING/HOTEL 

MAIN PROMENADE

GOOGLE ENTRIES
COMMERCIAL ENTRIES
HOUSING/HOTEL ENTRIES

MAJOR ENTRIES PUBLIC PARKS

ZONING DIAGRAM
N

EDUCATION

OUR SITE

COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR GREEN SPACE

RESIDENTIAL
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EL  -15.75’

NORTH SECTION -- CHUNK 10800 W Pico Blvd Suite 312, Los Angeles, CA 90064GALLERY SPACE, SMALL THEATER, COMMUNAL WORK SPACE, RESTAURANT

EL  0.00’

EL  12.00’

EL  23.00’

EL  38.00’

EL  42.00’

WALL SECTION A-1

EL  118.00’

WALL SECTION A-2

FOCUSED CHUNK STUDY

CHUNK LOCATION-PLAN

CHUNK LOCATION-SECTION

PROCESS:
A geometric study of primitives led to an 
interest in how cones can create playful spatial 
conditions, guiding paths, and interesting 
profiles.
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TURN BUCKLE

STEEL CLEVIS

STEEL GUSSET PLATE

FULL HEIGHT 
STEEL MOMENT FRAME

STEEL HANGING ROD

VERTICAL STEEL 
STRUCTURE

STEEL FRAME

GFRC PANEL

WATER PROOF 
SILICONE

HORIZONTAL STEEL 
STRUCTURE

INSULATED POLY-
CARBONATE PANEL

FACADE STANDOFF

WALL SECTION A-1
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WATER PROOF 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The library has historically 
provided goods that aid success that the public 
does not have access to yet. The library of the future 
will provide the luxury goods of art and technology 
to the public to stimulate creation and success within 
the community in the digital age. 

PROJECT TYPE: Public Library
LOCATION: Oakland, CA
WHEN: 3rd Year, Spring 2018
PROFESSOR: Jeff Ponitz
AWARDS/RECOGNITION: Best of Show Cal Poly 
2018 Runners-Up
*Done in collaboration with Tess Stilman
I designed the initial building massing while my partner 
focused on the exposed structure. We collaborated on 
the program organization and cladding design with 
research on precedents and discussion on the role of 
a library in a community. 
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Axonometric Drawing 
done in collaboration 
with Tess Stilman
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The saw-tooth roof points towards the 
north and brings ambient light into the 
building. The outdoor gathering space is 
oriented to the south for warmth and 
sunlight. The building is embedded in the 
ground on the western side blocking 
western sun and the primary western wind. 

CLIMATE
STRUCTURE
Concrete structure (levels 1 and 2) 
provides spacial division for circulation 
and reading rooms. Steel structure 
(level 3) allows for open classrooms.

Greenspace is esssential to the health of 
a city, especially oakland. Adding 
parkspace to the library offers healthy 
outdoor work areas that aid in public 
advancement.

Floors are divided by user: expert offices 
are on the first floor with the community 
checkout center, studios for the advanced 
user on the second floor, and classrooms 
on the third floor for the general public 
taught by experts. 

Points of entry are based on collecting 
foot traffic from the bus stop, downtown, 
and the subway station.

Points of entry are based on collecting 
foot traffic from the bus stop, downtown, 
and the subway station.

PROGRAM

MAIN ENTRIES

BUS 
STOP

SUBWAY
STATION

DOWNTOWN
OAKLAND

LAKE MERRITT

CIRCULATION
GIVING BACK TO THE PUBLIC

Cross Section by Tess Stilman
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A world where experts are not 
only exposed to the public, but 
are able to pass on their skills and 
knowledge. 

A world where the everyone has 
equal means and access to art 
and technology and the skills 
associated with them. 
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MADISON ST

OAK ST

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: With the creation of more 
technology, the divides between various economic and 
social groups grow due to lack of accessibility of these 
technologies. The goal of the library of the future will be 
to close the gaps between these groups by providing a 
space for everyone to access modern technology. In the 
future, society will be so reliant on technology so much 
so that if you are not experienced/exposed to it you 
will fall behind and be unable to actively participate/
contribute. will give equal opportunity for all to learn/
use/make with technology assuring everyone has the 
chance to be active participants in society. 

PROJECT TYPE: Public Library
LOCATION: Oakland, CA
WHEN: 3rd Year, Winter 2018
PROFESSOR: Jeff Ponitz
AWARDS/RECOGNITION: Launchpad 
showcase participant
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Downtown Los 
Angeles is the central business district of 
Los Angeles, California, as well as a diverse 
residential neighborhood of some 58,000 
people. This urban retreat provides an interactive 
space with a cafe, farmers market and “tree-
walk” for the public as well as 12 housing units 
for its residents.

PROJECT TYPE: Apartment Complex
LOCATION: Downtown Los Angeles
WHEN: 2nd Year, Spring 2017
PROFESSOR: Clare Olsen

A  P L A Y F U L 
R E T R E A T  I N 
A N  U R B A N 
S E T T I N G

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN LA PLAYFUL RETREAT

TREEWALK - NW Facing

PUBLIC SEATING - Behind the cafe and farmer’s market

TREEWALK - SE Facing

TREEWALK - NW Facing

PUBLIC SEATING - Behind the cafe and farmer’s market

TREEWALK - SE Facing

SINGLE HOUSING UNIT

HOUSING OF THE FUTURE

UNIT INTERIOR - 1st Floor UNIT INTERIOR - 2nd Floor



UNIT INTERIOR - 1st Floor UNIT INTERIOR - 2nd Floor

U
P

UP

UP

UP

U
P

DN

UP

U
P

DN

UP

UP

UP

 

LEVEL 2 - “TREEWALK” 

LEVEL 1 - FARMERS MARKET 
AND CAFE
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OPERABLE WINDOWS
Allow for ventilation and 
personalized comfort 

“PEANUT” SHAPED UNITS
Allow for maximized daylighting 
for individual units

GLAZING
Double pane Low-E glazing 
maximizes daylighting while 
preventing overheating 

WATER COLLECTION PODS
Collect stormwater and distribute it 
to planted areas

NORTHERN GLAZING FOR 
PUBLIC SPACES
Illuminates the farmer’s market and 
cafe with ambient lighting while 
drawing people in from the street 

PRECAST CONCRETE MODULES
Concrete mix with glass fibers for 
insulation and metal fibers for 
structural reinforcement with xypex 
admix for waterproofing.

INDOOR PLANTED AREAS 
Plants can purify the air or 
provide fresh produce to 
homeowners

PUNCTURED LIGHT WELLS
Allow for light to penetrate 
through the floor plates and 
emulate the shading effects of a 
tree canopy OPEN FLOOR PLAN INTERIORS

Promote natural cross ventilation

SOUTHERN PUBLIC SEATING
Daylighting and warmth draw 
visitors to stay with trees that 
provide shading during summer 

REINFORCED CONCRETE 
FLOOR PLATES
Support each floor and transfer 
loads on to reinforced concrete 
columns

NORTHSOUTH




